
THE BEST FOR EVERY CHILD
All children deserve to have an equal

chance of success1
HIGH QUALITY CARE
Ensuring that our high-quality care

is consistent and effective2
THE CURRICULUM
What we want children to learn3
PEDAGOGY

Helping children to learn4
ASSESSMENT

Checking what children have learnt5

SEVEN KEY
FEATURES

OF
EFFECTIVE
PRACTICE

Taken from Development
Matters (DfE 2021) 

6 SELF-REGULATION & EXECUTIVE
FUNCTION

Such as focussing their attention
and regulate strong feelings

7 PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS
Listening regularly to parents and giving clear

information about your child's progress



COMMUNICATION AND
LANGUAGE

Listening, attention and understanding
Speaking

1
PERSONAL, SOCIAL &

EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Self-regulation, managing self,

building relationships
2

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Gross motor skills, fine motor skills3

LITERACY
Comprehension, word reading,

writing
4

MATHEMATICS
Number, numerical patterns5

SEVEN AREAS
OF LEARNING

Taken from Development
Matters (DfE 2021) 

6 UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
Past and present, people, culture

and communities, the natural world

7 EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN
Creating with materials, being imaginative and

expressive



The
Characteristics

of effective
teaching and

learning

Playing and exploring -
children investigate and

experience things, and 'have
a go'

Active learning - 
children concentrate and

keep on trying if they
encounter difficulties, and

enjoy achievement

Creating and thinking
critically - 

children have and develop
their own ideas, make links

between ideas, and develop
strategies for doing things

Taken from Development
Matters (DfE 2021)


