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English
To promote a life-long love of language and literature

Giving every child the skills they need to read and write well is a central ambition of our education system. 
The importance of literacy extends beyond its crucial role in enabling learning across the curriculum.

Literacy matters in countless aspects of daily life—throughout the life course— and it significantly 
influences the opportunities that children and adults have available to them  

Improving Literacy, EEF (2021)









The Book Trust study 
found that while 33% of 7-
year-olds say they 'love' 
reading, this drops to 29% at 
age 10 and further declines 
to just a quarter (25%) by 
age 11.





Ofsted Report (March 2025)
“During lessons, pupils are keen 
and attentive learners who relish 
the interesting activities and enjoy 
participating in regular discussion.”

“Learning to read well and widely is 
a key priority for the school. Skilled 
staff deliver high quality phonics 
teaching so that pupils quickly 
develop the skills that they need to 
become fluent, independent 
readers. Books are closely matched 
to the sounds that pupils know. 
Staff swiftly spot any pupils who 
struggle and give them extra help. 
Pupils value reading. They talk 
enthusiastically about the 
interesting range of diverse books 
that they enjoy during lessons.”
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Reading in the classroom
• Power of Reading texts

• 5 English lessons every week

• 3 Guided reading lessons every week

• Grammar lessons

• Weekly spellings

• Weekly library visit

• Cross-curricular opportunities

• Daily reading expectations at home

• Targeted interventions to support both reading and writing 
using Rising Stars (SHINE), Rapid Reading, Fresh Start and 
RWI phonics.

• Outdoor library and Library lunch club 

• Buddy Reading classes
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How does it work?

When a pupil hits 30 reads, they move to the next target 
of 40 reads.
When a pupil hits 40 reads, they move to the next target 
of 50 reads.
When a pupil hits 50 reads they move to the next target 
of is 60 reads!

39 weeks in a school year - that is 190 reads (without 
INSET days)! 30 + 40 +50 +60= 180
If a pupil achieves over 180 reads, these can be carried 
into next year (will be less than 10).

Every target hit earns a golden ticket a free book! 





“There is more treasure in 
books than in all the pirate’s 
loot on Treasure Island.” – 

Walt Disney

We delivered over 827 books last 
year from our vending machines last 
year to pupils who read regularly and 
hit the targets of 30, 40 and 50 reads. 

It was amazing that so many pupils 
read every day from September to July 
and hit the final target of 60 reads (a 
total of 180 reads across the year!)



Why is it so 
important?
• 48% of young offenders are illiterate

• Illiteracy costs the UK £81 million per 
year

• 1 in 4 children leave secondary school 
with poor literacy

• 1 in 5 children report they do not 
have a book in their own home

• 41% of people in the UK read a book 
for less than a hour a week

• Reading has a strong connection to 
mental health and wellbeing.



Ways you can help us 
reward reading.
1. Let your child see you reading 
2. Help your child find word and reading 

games.
3. Find books you both can share together.
4. Movie coming out? Why not read the book 

first?
5. Set aside time to read in comfortable place.
6. Visit your local library – take on a reading 

challenge.
7. Ask you child about what they have read 

and share what you are reading too.
8. Talk to us! We are here to support reading 

at home and promoting a love of reading for 
all our pupils.





How do I know what my child should be reading?
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